RESEARCH PROMOTION CORNER

For those of you who are involved in ASHRAE’s Research Promotion here in the Central Florida chapter, you may like to learn more about the history, goals and activities of ASHRAE’s technical research program.

What Is Research Promotion?
Since 1919, members of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) have supported the Society’s technical research program. Thanks to this strong tradition of member support, ASHRAE is the world’s leading resource for technical information in the fields of Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVAC&R).

ASHRAE Research leads the effort to find answers to growing number of critical questions facing the HVAC&R industry. It addresses issues such as ozone depletion and indoor air quality; the need for environments which are appropriate for high technology; and industry’s role in ensuring that food, blood, and other life-giving products can be stored safely.

Independently funded by contributions from members, their colleagues and business, ASHRAE Research creates a constant stream of scientific findings and conclusions. This research defines the fundamental concepts used by engineering professionals to design and manage the technology that insures the comfort and quality of indoor environments.

ASHRAE’s Research Agenda
The Society’s century-old commitment to meeting professional needs for reliable information is accomplished through a three-step process:

Identification of research needs.

Commissioning of research projects.

Publishing of research results

Applying this process on a Society-wide basis, ASHRAE has earned a worldwide reputation for quality in research, standards, continuing education, technical journals and manuals.

Identifying Research Needs
Representing 50,000 HVAC&R practitioners in 120 countries, ASHRAE is in a unique position to identify and meet industry needs. Volunteers participating in ASHRAE’s 91 Technical Committees, the Society’s Research Administration Committee, and ASHRAE’s meetings and conferences all help identify research priorities.

Commissioning Research Projects
With extensive member participation, ASHRAE identifies the individuals and organizations best qualified to research the issues. This coordinated effort insures efficient use of research funds and optimum resource management.

Most studies are completed in academic environments by creating partnerships with universities and research institutes. ASHRAE research also exposes future professionals to the theoretical foundation of the industry.

Publishing Research Results
After completion, ASHRAE distributes research findings so that industry and other researchers can benefit from the dissemination of new technology. Our system of respected and established publications and presentation opportunities has created a worldwide technology transfer network

CURRENT ASHRAE RESEARCH

ASHRAE currently is supporting 132 research projects worth a combined value of $12 million. These projects are carried out by research organizations, colleges and universities and consulting engineers. Currently 60 ASHRAE Technical Committees are sponsoring and monitoring the progress of research. ASHRAE will spend $3.0 million in fiscal year 2000-2001 on research with indoor air quality projects, energy conservation and design tool projects budgeted to receive $450,000 each.

ASHRAE research is grouped under the 9 categories listed below. Click on each category to view current ASHRAE research projects in that particular area.

	


Design Tools

Energy Conservation


Environmentally Safe Materials and Refrigerants


Fire and Safety


Food Processing and Preservation 


Indoor Air Quality, Comfort and Health


Innovative and Emerging Technology (High Risk)


Operation and Maintenance Tools


Refrigeration Systems
 


Once a research project is completed, the results are disseminated in a number of ways. The majority of projects have provided significant technical information used in updating ASHRAE Handbook series. Most of the remaining projects have contributed to the development of ASHRAE standards and other publications.

For more information about current or past ASHRAE research, contact the ASHRAE Research Manager at ASHRAE Headquarters, 1791 Tullie Circle, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329, FAX 404/321-5478, bseaton@ashrae.org.

For information about projects for which bids are being solicited, see ASHRAE’s website www.ashrae.org and look under Research Promotion for Research Projects Ready for Bid.
