Engineer’s Week is coming.  The end of February is when the spotlight shines on the engineering community.  Many of you will be participating in activities that highlight engineering, from judging science fairs to speaking to students or community groups.  Please let us know of your involvement.  ASHRAE has lots of brochures, videos, and etc. that you can use in such encounters.  The chapter also gets PAOE points for members’ involvement.  And we would all just like to say thanks!

Please also check out ASHRAE’s nominees for the Central Florida E-Week awards.  Please congratulate these folks and organizations for their accomplishments.

I heard good things after our January meeting regarding our speaker, Carl Lawson, and his presentation “Leadership for Change”.  Based on your input, we are broadening our meetings by discussing topics not directly related to HVAC, yet still important to you.  February will be another example of this as we learn all about the financial world.  

On the ugly side, we had a weak turnout at our January meeting.  We had 65 people pre-register, but only 35 attend.  Lee’s Lakeside’s charges are based on the pre-registered number.  We lost $500.  Even worse, we had to turn people away at the door because we thought we did not have seating room.  Due to this third month of money loss and muddled meeting attendance, we are sending out invoices to those who pre-registered for January but did not show.  

PLEASE, pre-register for our meetings and PLEASE let us know if you cannot make it to the meeting after you pre-register.  It will help us tremendously.  Rest assured, we still want you to attend even if you do not pre-register.  Communicating your intentions to us prior to the meetings help us to ensure room for everyone and minimal effect on the treasury.  So if we don’t call you on Friday, Feb 8, please call us and let us know if you will attend the February meeting.  We hope to see you there.

