President’s Message:

Now that we are all a bit richer thanks to our February presenters from Merrill Lynch, Mr. Kenneth Burke and Mr. Glenn Rodriguez, it’s time to focus on the second half of our 2001 – 2002 ASHRAE year.  Can you believe half of our year has passed already?  Since September we have had some memorable events.  We are going to try to continue on with the memorable events, hopefully all good this time.   We’ll start by rescheduling our presenters from September to speak to us about commissioning.  Please plan on attending our March 12 meeting.

Golf Tournament:

We also plan on having a very memorable golf tournament on April 12.  If you haven’t gotten your registration into Doug Smith yet, you better hurry.  The course is filling up quickly.  Don’t forget to sign up for the hole sponsorships and door prize donations as well.

Professional Seminars:

ASHRAE will also be hosting two Professional Seminars in Orlando in May.  The ASHRAE IAQ seminar will be held May 13 – 14 and the ASHRAE Standard 90.1 seminar will be May 15 – 16.  Both seminars will be held at the Sheraton Four Points hotel.  For registration forms and information go to ASHRAE Online at www.ashrae.org
Region XII Newsletter:

For information on our regional activities, you can also find the Region XII newsletter online under the “Chapters and Regions” section of ASHRAE Online.  One article of interest for many of our members will be the “Society Computer Changeover Issues” by Society President Elect, Don Colliver.  We know that many ASHRAE members experience problems this year with dues, handbook deliveries, etc. the  regional newsletter addresses this issue.

New Commercialism Policy:

ASHRAE has a new commercialism policy.  Many aspects of the former commercialism policy still apply.  The main changes involve the use of commercial names for the purpose of clarifying a presentation.  Presenters will also be allowed to give the make and model of test instrumentation, reagents or apparatus that were used so others can duplicate the testing presented.  The full commercialism policy can be found on ASHRAE Online.  If the new policy bothers you or you think it’s great during any forthcoming presentations, let us know.  Your thoughts and concerns will be carried up the ASHRAE Programs Committee.

States Considering Professional Taxes:

This state legislative session lawmakers are facing fiscal challenges unseen for several years.  Some, like lawmakers in Florida, North Carolina and Oklahoma, are turning to a tax on professional services, to help make up for budget shortfalls and unpopular state sales and income taxes.

Recently Florida Senate President John McKay introduced S. 938 that would overhaul the state’s sales tax system, and place a proposed constitutional amendment on the fall ballot.  In the legislation there is a provision that would abolish almost all exemptions from the sales tax, including the exemption for engineering services.

Preparing for the start of state legislative session, some North Carolina lawmakers are considering the idea of a tax on professional services in response to the state’s declining economy.

In Oklahoma the professional services tax appeared in Governor Frank Keating’s tax plan.  In the plan the state personal income and sales tax are repealed, and 5.9 percent sales tax on a wide range of services, including architectural and engineering services is begun in its place.

For more information, contact Melissa Murray at murraym@asme.org.

