ENGINEERING MISSION TO AFGHANISTAN
BY: ED LOBNITZ

Afghanistan has been involved in war and bitter fighting for 23 years, virtually destroying the Country’s infrastructure and a great percentage of their buildings, while at the same time seeing most of their professional and educated people flee to safe havens in other countries.  Now, with the winding down of hostilities and introduction of a new tolerant, forward-thinking Government, the time has come to rebuild the infrastructure, culture and living conditions for the Afghan people.  Engineering will play a major role in this process and one of our own, Ed Lobnitz has recently visited the country and will report on his experience and analysis of a country in rebirth.
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Edward A. Lobnitz, P.E., is a principal and senior electrical engineer at Tilden Lobnitz Cooper, an Orlando, Florida-based consulting engineering firm.  Since he began his career in 1963, Ed has been extremely active in the Florida Engineering Society (FES) and other professional organizations, including an eight-year stint on the Florida Board of Professional Engineers.  He is the recipient of the 2000 NSPE Distinguished Service Award and the 1999 FES Outstanding Service Award.  He served as president of the local FES chapter in 1970, and spoke at the University of Central Florida Engineering Week activities.  At the state level, he served as Membership Chair in 1968, was nominated to Senior Member in 1967, and became a Fellow in 1980.  He is also the former chair of the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying committee which wrote the National Electrical Examination for Professional Engineers.  An expert in lightning protection, Ed is a frequent speaker at professional conferences and seminars.

