September Meeting

 Mold Litigation and Coverage.

Overview

Mold Litigation and coverage issues have taken today’s legal society by storm.  Since 1999, this Country has seen a huge increase in the number of mold-related claims.  These claims not only involve issues of damages stemming directly from alleged “toxic mold” but also involve issues of coverage and bad faith as they relate to insurance companies attempting to deal with these claims.

Not only are the number of claims increasing at an alarming rate, claimants are experiencing some success.  In a recent case, an Austin Texas jury awarded the plaintiff (homeowner) $32.1 million in a bad faith action stemming from the insurances company’s refusal to pay for mediation of mold contamination under a homeowner’s policy.  There are more and more examples of cases such as these.  In short, the mold “phenomenon” has become so pervasive because billions of dollars are at stake.

In addition to the onslaught of new mold-related claims, popular media in the United States has joined in towards popularizing these claims.  Oprah Winfrey, “60 Minutes”’, “48 Hours”, Newsweek, and the New York Times have all recently trumpeted and publicized the alleged “toxic” health effects of mold.  In fact, Erin Brokavich herself has an ongoing multi-million dollar claim, involving mold, which has been well publicized around the U.S.

Our Speaker(s)

Scarborough, Hill, & Rugh is a general civil practice law firm with two offices in the  Central Florida area.  The firm speciliazes in all areas of civil litigation with an emphasis on defense of insurance coplanies and their insured.  They handle matters related to Mold/IAQ Litigation.  

Kenneth Rugh and Chris Hill are partners in the firm along with Matthew Scarborough.  Mr. Rugh will present the topic of Mold Litigation with assistance from Mr. Hill.  Mr. Rugh is a graduate of the University of Florida (B.S. 1991); Stetson University College of Law (J.D., cum laude, 1995).  M r. Rugh is a member of the Florida Bar, Orange County bar Association, Defense research Institute, and American Bar Association.  Included in Mr. Rughs writings are “Mold Litigation in Florida” (1998).

We are looking forward to an informative meeting and a great presentation of this very current topic.

Future Programs

Daniel A. Cross, P.E.

As your incoming President Elect and Programs Chair I am looking forward to a great year.  There are many issues facing our Industry today and educating ourselves is the best method we have.  We are planning some great topics for our future meetings and still have some open dates so please forward your ideas.  Some of our future topics are Dynamic Fire Dampers/Florida Building Code, Joint Meeting with Spacecoast/ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer, Underfloor Air Distribution, Social in December (we want to start an annual signature event, Suggestions?), Vapor Barriers (see month of July, l ton of rain mild sensible), and High Plume Exhaust.  During the Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) in Stuart this August, we learned that some chapters have been able to arrange for CEU credits to be given out for attendance to chapter meetings with approved technical topics.  There is considerable paperwork involved on the front end (read Bureaucracy), so more on that next month.  Some of our future topics are Dynamic Fire Dampers/Florida Building Code, Joint Meeting with Spacecoast/ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer, Underfloor Air Distribution, Social in December (we want to start an annual signature event, Suggestions?), Vapor Barriers (see month of July, l ton of rain mild sensible), and High Plume Exhaust.
