A Message from TEGA…

 ASHRAE Takes a Stance on Sustainability.

ASHRAE approved a Building Sustainability Position Statement at the 2002 Annual Meeting in Honolulu. This statement commits the society to consider integrating sustainability into ASHRAE standards, guidelines, handbooks and other publications. The society will also provide education regarding sustainability and participate with internationally recognized sustainability groups.

This is similar to Resolution 00-3 adopted by the American Institute of Architects (AIA) at their 2000 convention. The intent of their resolution was to acknowledge Sustainable Design as the basis of quality design and responsible practice for AIA Architects.

Since ASHRAE and the AIA have both taken such stances on sustainable design, our chapter should be knowledgeable about the definition. Per the United Nations World Commission on the Environment and Development, the definition of sustainable design is “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.

There are a few other buzz words within our industry that are similar to “sustainable design”, the most notable being “green design”.  The definition of green design per the United States Green Building Council is listed below.

Green Design - Design and construction practices that reduce the negative impact of buildings on the environment and occupants, including:

· Sustainable Site Planning

· Safeguarding Water and Water Efficiency

· Energy Efficiency

· Conservation of Materials and Resources

· Indoor Environmental Quality

Since ASHRAE has taken this position on sustainability, we may want to keep these definitions in mind as we design future projects.

A copy of the ASHRAE Building Sustainability Position Statement can be found at www.ashrae.org. If you have any questions or comments regarding this document, your chapter TEGA committee would be glad to forward them on to the society. Please contact Mike Hess at 407-660-0088 or mhess@grgv.com.

