Ronald J. Kessner, PE

2003 IAQ Forum Chair 

The Jacksonville Chapter of ASHRAE and Phoenix Integrated Technologies are presenting the 2002 IAQ Forum  "Toxic Tort Avoidance…  What is the Standard of Care?" 

Mark your calendar Thursday, October 24th, 1-5 PM. 

The 2002 IAQ Forum will be at the 4th floor auditorium of the JEA Customer Center, 21 West Church Street, Jacksonville, Florida.  

In 2000, heiress Melinda Ballard won a $32 million judgment against her homeowner insurance company for failure to properly respond to water damage claims made on her mansion in Texas, and the floodgates were opened. 

Once upon a time medical science thought that bacteria or viruses were responsible for many of the health problems within buildings. Within the last two decades, there has been significant recognition on the part of government agencies, communities, families, and individuals regarding the dangers associated with damp, moist, and wet indoor environments. 

Today, with increasing frequency home and workplace-related ailments are now being attributed to fungi and mold. Individuals are becoming much more aware of indoor air quality issues and the effects of toxic mold.  Architects, attorneys, developers, contractors and building management organizations must become better informed.  For the entire construction industry, the resulting legal toxic torts have become a major issue.    

In May 2001 -- the Delaware Supreme Court upheld a $1.05 million award to two women whose landlord failed to address water leaks and mold problems in their apartments, resulting in asthma attacks and other health problems. New Haverford Partnership v. Stroot, 2001 Del. Lexis 201 (May 7, 2001). 

In December 2001 -- a homeowner settled a mold-related bad-faith lawsuit against his insurer, during trial, for $1.5 million. Blum v. Chubb Custom Insurance Co., No. 99-3563 (Nueces Co., Texas, Dist. CT.). 

In January 2002--The Florida appeals court affirmed the $14 million verdict against Centex-Rooney v Martin County, Florida. As its construction manager, it permitted excessive dampness in building that promoted mold growth. The verdict has been appealed to the Florida Supreme Court. Martin County has previously secured $3 million in out-of-court settlements from other defendants. 

In March 2002 -- Three teachers sued a construction contractor alleging the mold-infested conditions in their Madison, Wisconsin. school caused them chronic asthma and other respiratory problems. They have been awarded $9 million.  Conroy v. Westra Construction Inc., No. 02-CV-0821 (Wisconsin Cir. CT.)

Four outstanding authorities on the subject will speak.  Each is widely acknowledged, as expert in this field for their knowledge of the issues and solutions required to meet today's IAQ problems in the construction industry.  

Who should attend?  

Architects, attorneys, contractors, developers, property managers, senior asset and risk managers will all benefit from these in-depth presentations and the panel discussion that follows. 

I urge you to reserve your space now.  Call 904.642.8701, email jnelson@amejax.com. Please visit our website www.ashraejax.org for additional information on the speakers and their presentations, available PDH credits, and reduced fee schedule for ASHRAE members and multiple attendees from the same organization. 

Sincerely, 

P.S. Session fees are $150.00 per person. The cost of remaining uninformed is much higher. 

