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Ross D. Montgomery serves as a voting member on the ASHRAE 62.1 Standards Committee, and has kindly volunteered the following update about this standard.

This Standard 62, Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality, has a few addendums out that may be of interest. The standard is on continuous maintenance so we keep updating it perpetually.

Filtration, Addendum 62S; this is brought up as a solution to microbial growth and prolitheration, and adds a requirement for  MERV 6 particle filters upstream of all cooling coils or other devices with wetted surfaces, which generally requires a 2 inch extended media surface.

Controls and Air Distribution, Addendum 62 U&V; these contain requirements for manual or automatic controls to enable fan operation during occupied periods  and that insure proper design ventilation rates are maintained, under any load condition noting that VAV systems need to comply with this requirement at its varying load timing. Furthermore, air distribution systems and devices need to be designed that are capable to deliver the proper ventilation air to the occupied spaces, at the differing loads and airflows. This may include designing more balancing devices and methods, with specified TAB procedures. It has more specific design requirements for plenum floor and ceiling spaces when reticulating return air. It also addresses concerns that harmful contaminants may infiltrate into spaces thru exhaust ducts passing thru them. 
Moisture and Condensate Management, Addendum 62T&W; these talk about the ways and means to minimize the potential for further microbial growth and dissemination through the duct systems. It specifies that insulation materials used resist erosion and mold growth using UL and ASTM methods, and that internal insulation be installed such that it is not loose fastened, improperly sealed, damage of any kind, and minimizing the collection of dirt at its joints and seams.  This addendum clarifies drain pan design, moisture carryover, access for cleaning and inspections. It also talks about humidifiers and their water spray devices in air streams. It tries to stress the importance of alleviating standing and stagnant water in drain pans, coil banks, humidifier sumps, etc. It is especially concerned with proper drain pan slopes and no impedance to flow when negative pressures can affect the drain piping and trapping.

Construction, Start up and O&M, Addendum L&M; It requires that visual microbial contaminants and moisture intrusion be immediately investigated and rectified when found during the construction process. It requires filtration and pressurization during some modes of construction to protect existing areas. It requires that the construction activities be tested and balanced, with documentation issued to the Owner for as-built drawings and specs, ventilation design/actual information, design criteria and information including assumptions, controls information, TAB reports, O&M on all equipment, software, etc.   This addendum further specifies that when a building use or occupancy changes, its ventilation design shall be re-evaluated; I think this is something Owners should be made aware of as they change their building uses frequently.  It goes on to specify that the ventilation systems should be maintained in accordance with the O&M manuals issued, including OA dampers and air control devices, filters and air cleaning devices, louvers, humidifiers, cooling coils, drain pans, cooling towers, etc. 
Dr. Andy Persily is the chairman of SSPC 62.1 and is constantly working on new issues and addendum for this very important standard. He always welcomes input and information from members, and can be contacted thru the ASHRAE website under “STANDARDS”. Please get a copy of this standard at the ASHRAE bookstore on the WEB for more details.
