Technical, Energy and Government Activities (TEGA) Committee

The main yearlong goals of the TEGA Committee will be to keep the Chapter informed of all the Regional and Society Awards, and to keep information flowing between the Society, Chapter and local government. This committee is subdivided into Government Activities, Refrigeration and Technical Communications. Mike Hess will serve as the committee’s overall chairperson. Bob Symmes will serve as the Government Activities co-chair, Wade Conlan will serve as the Refrigeration co-chair and Brian Mirus will serve as the Technical Communications co-chair.
Government Activities 
By Bob Symmes & Mike Hess

The TEGA Committee is seeking ASHRAE members to participate as liaisons with local government, school boards, and other business groups/professional societies. As a volunteer, you can help keep the chapter informed on government activities and technical issues related to our industry. If you already attend or would like to attend meetings for any of these groups as an ASHRAE representative, please let us know. Contact Bob Symmes at 407-660-0088 or bsymmes@grgce.com. With your help, we can keep our fellow local and society members up to date on Central Florida government related issues.

One way to stay up to date on our state government issues is to attend the Florida Government Expo. This year’s event will occur September 24-26 at the Tampa Convention Center. The purpose is to bring government employees, business owners, citizens, etc. together to learn about new directions in our state government. For more information, check out: www.floridagovernmentexpo.com
Technical Communications – Wind Energy
By Mike Hess

Last year’s October Dewpoint informed our chapter about ASHRAE’s Position Statement regarding Building Sustainability (ASHRAE Position Statements can be found at www.ashrae.org). One piece to this sustainability puzzle is renewable energy, such as photovoltaic cells and wind. Photovoltaic arrays have been used successfully In Florida to extract power from the sun. Wind power, on the other hand, has not been used much in Florida due to our low mean wind velocities. But as our Central Florida Engineers practice throughout the country with sustainability in mind, we may want to consider wind power.
Per Wind Energy Basics by Paul Gipe, there are two simple formulas to determine the available wind power at a site.
Available Power = ½ρAV3 and Swept Area = πR2, where:
ρ = air density

A = swept area (the area of the turbine rotor that intercepts the wind)

V = instantaneous air velocity

R = turbine rotor radius

Wind Energy Basics also lists adjustment factors that can be applied to these simple formulas to account for site distribution of wind speeds, roughness factors and obstructions and for efficiencies of specific turbine models.
If you have any comments regarding this article, or comments about ASHRAE Standards, publications, Position Statements or handbooks please contact Mike Hess (mhess@grgce.com or 407-660-0088) or Brian Mirus (bmirus@grgce.com or 407-660-0088).
