September Program

Florida Solar Energy 

Center’s Hydrogen 

Research

Tuesday September 9th, 2003

LEE’S LAKESIDE

431 East Central Boulevard

Corner of Central and Osceola

(407) 841-1565

For reservations, please call or e-mail

Miguel Quiles at (407) 522-7719

mquiles@addison-hvac.com. Cost is

$20 in advance, $25 at the door.

Social 6:00 pm, Dinner 6:30pm,

Speaker’s Presentation 7:00pm

Overview
We need to take hydrogen — the fuel of today's space vehicles — and bring it to effective use here on Earth. To meet this challenge, the University of Central Florida/Florida Solar Energy Center has created a Hydrogen Research and Applications Center (HRAC) to lead the research, development and education effort needed to put hydrogen to use in meeting our rapidly growing transportation needs for space, automobiles and other vehicles.

In addition to its space-related uses, hydrogen represents an important and environmentally benign fuel for future terrestrial applications, where it will eventually replace our current carbon-based fossil resources. The development of a cost-effective replacement fuel to power our automobiles and other vehicles needs to be considered a national priority. The HRAC is focusing its efforts on research to produce, store and apply hydrogen for both space and Earth applications. The results of this research will be two-fold — help for NASA in meeting the fuel needs of the next generation of space vehicles as well as the present Shuttle fleet, and assistance to automakers and others in making the transition from diminishing fossil fuels to this abundant alternative fuel.

Our Speaker

Dr. Elbaccouch is a senior research engineer in the hydrogen research and development division at the Florida Solar Energy Center.  His expertise is in the area of experimental phase equilibria, supercritical fluids, membranes for hydrogen separations, and process plant design simulations for the biomass gasification for the production of hydrogen.  He is well versed with biomass, hydrogen separation, and high pressure processing.  He previously worked for the Ciba Specialty Chemicals Co. in McIntosh, AL.  Dr. Elbaccouch received his B.S. in Chemistry and Math from Spring Hill College, and his MS and Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from Texas A&M University-Kingsville and the University of Akron respectively.  Prior to joining the Florida Solar Energy Center, he spent two years as a postdoctoral researcher at the NSF Science & Technology Center for the Environmentally Responsible Solvents and Processes at North Carolina State University.  He has numerous journal publications, conference papers, and technical reports
Upcoming Programs

Hi, my name is Damon Lynn and I am your President Elect and your Programs Chairman.  Our programs committee consists of  Todd Moore, Tim Citek, and myself.  We have several programs scheduled for the year but we also have a few slots to fill so if  you have a topic suggestion please let us know.  We are going to continue having our meetings on the second Tuesday of  the month at Lee’s Lakeside with a couple of exceptions.  
After our September meeting on Hydrogen Research we are planning a meeting on Acoustics in October.  We are also planning on having a 3 hour technical seminar on acoustics before the October meeting.  This will be similar to a program that the Jacksonville chapter of ASHRAE presented with positive feedback.

In November we will actually have two meetings.  We will have our normal meeting at Lee’s Lakeside on the 11th to discuss AHCA guidelines.  On November 18th we will have a joint meeting with the Tampa chapter in Tampa.  The speaker will be Jim Wolf who is a past ASHRAE Society President and his topic will be Global Warming and Energy Efficiency.  If you have read our chapter history recently, our plans for this meeting will sound familiar.  We will meet at one location and car pool over to Tampa together.  There are several of us with vehicles that can carry several people.  We are also coordinating with the Tampa chapter for those who are interested to enjoy a bit of the Tampa nightlife.

In December we are planning a meeting on Green Building design.  This meeting may be a joint meeting with IES.
Some of the other topics that we are planning for the rest of the year are water treatment, professional liability, commissioning, and building envelope design.  We are also working on a refrigeration topic meeting in a different location that could be a lot of fun if we can get the details worked out.

We can’t forget the Second Annual Shrimp Boil which will be March 11th at the Winter Park Farmer’s Market.  This event was a blast last year with nearly 200 people in attendance.  We are looking forward to continuing this social event and hopefully making it a tradition that everyone looks forward to.

Again if you have any suggestions regarding meetings or technical seminars please contact me to discuss your ideas.

Damon H. Lynn, P.E.

President Elect – Programs Chairman

Upcoming Events Calendar
Tuesday, October 14th
Acoustics

Gary Siebein

Friday, October 17th
Fall Golf Outing

Tuesday, November 11th
AHCA Guidelines

Tuesday, November 18th
Global Warming and Energy Efficiency

Jim Wolf

Tampa, FL

Tuesday, December 9th
Green Building Design

Mike Hess & Vince Briones

Tuesday, January 13th
Water Treatment

Tuesday, February 10th
Professional Liability

Thursday, March 11th
Shrimp Boil

Winter Park Farmer’s Market

Tuesday, April 13th
Refrigeration

TBD

April

Spring Golf Outing

Tuesday, May 11th
TBD

Tuesday, June 8th
TBD

