Student Activities
Ron Proden

With the feel of football in the air, and the regular season quickly approaching, decisions are being made as to the future of young rookie football players.  Just like with NFL rookies,  today’s Engineering students are also planning their futures, unfortunately some better then others.  As your ASHARE Student Activities Chairperson, one of my responsibilities is to help these students make career choices that may involve our industry.  One way of helping them move towards a career in HVAC, is to help them better understand what our industry does, and how we as ASHARE members influence the industry.  This is a challenging task, but with the help and support of the chapter members, it can be done.  Student members are very eager to learn, and welcome any opportunity that may help them reach their career goals.  Sometimes as little as discussing career options with a single student, or presenting a technical topic to a class, is all it takes to help them make better decisions about their futures.  Please remember at one time or another, we’ve all been stuck in that “you have no experience” and “need a job to get experience”, hole.  With a little support from those of us who have climbed out of that very hole, young Engineering students can become Engineering professionals in our industry.   I would encourage anyone that is interested in helping develop or influence these young Engineers, to contact either myself or my co-chairperson Tom Goodman.  My email address is RDProden@Trane.com and my office phone number is 407-551-1154.  Believe me, it will be a very rewarding experience for yourself, and a very valuable experience for a student.

I would also like to congratulate Juan Lugo for his excellent work as Student Activities Chairperson last year.  His hard work and dedication in helping our young students earned him, and our chapter, The Regional Student Activities Award for 2002/2003.  With your help, Tom Goodman and I hope to live up to those high standards set forth by both Juan and Lee Andrews in the past.

